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s. snwoests of accoentorcomrant A6 _month old toaster oven apparently malfunctione

and the resulting heat ignited lauan paneling in the kitchen of an

unoccupied one story two bedroom bungalo®. The owner and his girl-

friend had stayed in the bungalob/the night before and left early in

morning and claimed not to have used the toaster oven. A burned bun

was observed inside the unit. Damage was estimated at $60,000.

7. LOCATION {Home, schoo, o) 8 CcImy 9. STATE

BungaloW(kitchen) E -Sparta

10A. FIRST PRODUCT =114, TRADE/BRAND NAME. MODEL NUMBER. 0l ack & Deck er TOAST-R-
- ! MANUFACTURER & ADDRESS :
Toaster Oven/{OIZ ili61//‘ OVEN, model UNKNOWN
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g MALE -1 No Inijur . :

UNKNOWN -3
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NOTE: The respondents are the township fire marshal, a fire
investigator at the scene and the insurance company
claims agent. The whereabouts of the owner of the
oven was not known and his telephone has been
disconnected. The toaster oven is being held at
the township fire headquarters for possible further
examination by the insurance company.

PRE~INCIDENT

This fire occurred in a one story,two bedroom,frame bungalop”
constructed an estimated 40 plus §ears ago and intended primarily
as a summer residence. It is situated in a rural wooded area
about two miles from the nearest town. Similiar type bungalobs
are located in the area with several having been rentovated for
year round use. The bungalow has unpainted plank board siding
and a wood roof covered with lichens and moss.. It is an
estimated 30' x 40' rough dimensions. Per fire marshal and fire
investigator, it was in a poor state of repair and had a leaking
roof.

The dwelling involved in this incident was reportedly purchased
several years ago by the father of the préesent owner, a 26 year
old male, who then purchased it from his father about one year
ago. The present owner was in the process of rennovating the

bungaloo for year round use. At the time of the incident, the
owner had laid a cinder block footing for part of the structure
which originally sat on stones and boards laid on the ground.

Per fire investigator, the owner is a heavy equipment operator
and does not live in the bungalo# on a daily basis, but does stay
in the bungaloo when he is working on the renmovations. He
related that the owner's girlfriend is also an occupant of the
bungalow at times. The usual domicile of the owner and his
¢irlfriend is not known. Neither the owner or his girlfriend
were in the bungalow/ at the time of the incident.

Cn the morning of the incident, a neighbor driving by observed
heavy smoke emanating from the bungalow. He kicked in the locked
front and back doors but could detect no one in the dwelling. He
notified the fire department.

INCIDENT
A toaster oven on a kitchen counter of an unoccupied bungalok/

apparently malfunctioned and ignited combustibles resulting in
extensive fire damage to the dwelling.

. Aih e has g b S ————— et s ae, o



" POST INCIDENT

The insurance claims adjuster reported that he talked with the
" owner after the incident and learned that the owner and his
girlfriend were at the bungalo® the night before the incident,
that the owner's girlfriend had left for work in the morning
kefore the owner and that the owner left the bungaloWw at about
7:00 A.M. for work.

Per claims adjuster, the owner told him that the toaster oven

involved in the fire was a gift from his sister about six months
prior to the incident. The owner reported no prior problems with
the toaster oven and that it was not serviced or repaired. The
toaster oven has reportedly been_in the bungalod/ for the entire
time and was used only on an intermittent basis whenever the
owner or his girlfriend are present at the bungalot

Per claims adjuster, the owner claims the toaster oven was not
used the evening prior to the fire or in the morning before both
he and his girlfriend left for work. Per fire investigator and
insurance claims adjustor there was a burned sesame seed bun
still in the toaster oven when it was examined. The bun was
still intact although badly burned.

The toaster oven was always plugged into a duplex wall outlet in
the kitchen per claims adjuster. The fire-investigator stated
that it was the only appliance plugged into that outlet at the
time. The toaster oven was mounted on a kitchen countertop with-
a metal tray or grill from the toaster oven extending outward in
the back and butting against thin wood lauan panelling on the
kitchen wall. Situated above the toaster oven was a wood shelf.

Per fire marshal, fire investigator and claims adjuster, while
the owner stated the toaster oven was not used prior to the
incident, the possibility exists the owner activated the press
down lever to start the unit with the bun inside and forgot to
check it before leaving. The unit malfunctioned and failed to
turn off when the bun inside was done. The claims adjuster
stated that a claimant may deny using a consumer product prior to
a fire incident thinking use of the product will adversely affect
their insurance coverage.

The fire origin was traced by the typical V shaped pattern on the
remains of the luaun panelling to the toaster oven as it sat on
the kitchen countertop. The fire would have occurred sometime
between the 7:00 A.M. time the owner reports he left for work and
10:00 A.M when a passerby observed smoke emanating from the
dwelling.

Per fire investigator, the fire appears to have originated where
the tray or grill projecting from the back of the toaster oven
was in contact with the lauan panelling. The fire consumed the
shelf above the toaster oven and burned out most of the kitchen,
particularly the ceiling. The fire burned through the ceiling



-

"and exited the roof above the kitchen and living room area which
adjoined the kitchen. Damage to the bungaloe and contents was
considered to be total loss with a value of approximately

© $60,000.

Per fire investigator, the 15 amp fuse protecting the circuit had
blown but may have blown as result of the fire. Durlng interior
rennovations, the owner had exposed much of the wiring but
examination revealed none of the copper wiring in the dwelling
was the cause of the incident.

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION

The toaster oven was described as a Black & Decker TOAST-R-OVEN
per fire marshal and claims adjuster. The fire marshal reports
that when fire flghters originally entered the dwelling to fight
the blaze, the glass in the oven was intact although cracked.
Per fire marshal, the glass had read "Black & Decker TOAST-R-
OVEN". The glass was completely shattered during clean up
operations. The claims adjuster reported that the owner also
informed him that the toaster oven was a Black & Decker TOAST-R-
OVEN and that he had no packaging or owner's manual for the unit.

No identification was observed on the toaster oven which was
being held at the township fire headquarters pending any further
examination by the insurance company. The toaster oven consists
of a burned and charred metal housing measuring approximately 13
1/2" L x 8 1/2" D x 7" H. The original plastic housing and
components have been completely burned from the unit. No power
cord remains attached to the toaster oven.

On the left side of the oven front was the control panel which
appears to have two vertically mounted dials separated by a lever
between them. The dials are reportedly for temperature and time
settings. The lever was activated to toast and reportedly would
egutomatically release when the toast was done. No labeling
remains on the control panel.

Fer claims adjuster he is considering having a professional
engineer examine the toaster oven to ascertain what component
failed citing the large damage claims for possible subrogation.
Fe mentioned that damage to the toaster oven was so extensive
that it may be impossible to determine the exact component
failure.

STANDARDS

It is not known whether the toaster oven complied with any
standards. No labeling was apparent on the toaster oven as a
result of this 1nc1dent.

EXHIBITS

Exhibits A1l/A9- Photo%raphs
Exhibit B-Fire Repor



Burned metal

941103ccc1042

housing of toaster oven is all that remains from fire.
Control panel is at right(left side of housing).

No labeling was

apparent on the remains but the unit is reportedly a Black and Decker
TOAST-R-OVENy model unknown.

Closer view of control panel to
shown two vertical dial controls
with a lever control inbetween.

The
for
the
for

pop

dial control were reportedly
temperature and time while
lever control is activated
toasts It would automatically
up when the toast was done.

LXHIBITS Al JA>
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Open side exposing the remains of
the controls from control panel at
left. All plastic housing and
plastic components have burned
from unit. :

b L ]

Continuation of controls from
above at the back of the unit.

EHIBs A3 /A
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Bottom of toaster oven.

Ext18/7s A5/A4
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Photo looking up into oven cavity ceiling to show front in tact heating
rod and bent and burned rear heating rod. o

Rear top heating rod appears to be burned and bent from heat.

EXHI1BITS A7 /A0



Back of toaster oven. A grill or tray was reported to have projected
backward from beneath the unit and this grill or tray was in close
‘proximity to the thin lauan panelling in the kitchen. The panelling
apparently ignited from heat emanating. from the unit, grill or tray.
The toaster oven was reportedly about 6 months old at time of this
incident. It was stored on a kitchen counter top of a one story two
bedroom bungalo@ithe owner was renRovating. The toaster oven was
plugged into a duplex wall outlet continuously and owner reports it
was not in use at time of incident although a burned sesame seed bun
was observed inside oven after fire. No other electrical appliances
were plugged into outlet at time. Damage to the unoccupied bungaloo
and contents was approximately $60,000 and considered a total loss.
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" Reported By

- Type of Fire: iiﬁ iﬁiiiii :

T¥)p3ce0 /04>

' SPARTA TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT

Date: 8/30/94 Time: 10:15 AM/P.M.
Location:__ 31 Memory Lane

Micheal Farrell

Ownern_ e

City: 5 » State; NJ

Occupant (if different than owner): Sall‘;e . ;
€T
Origin of Fire: Toaster oven on kKitchen coun

Cause: Undetermined. See investigation report for details.

Phone:129-2365

Suspicious Origin: | XJNO {. ]YES Ifyes explainandlistinvestigator(s) notified

Fire Confined to: Ki;chen and Living room

Time Arrived: 10:20 Time Dismissed: __11:42
Apparatus Responding: Engines 3 and 6

Fire Extinguished By(hst number) _ - Extmgunsher Scrinklers

_ 1 Booster _____Hydrants

___1%" Handline . Other

_ 1 1% Handline

—__2%" Handline : .
Equipment Used (list numben __4 _ Air Packs ___ _Tarps o

_____ AirCylinders . Foam

. Fans . Other

6 __ Forcible Entry
Tools

Injuries: [ x] NO [ ] YES (Explain - Civilian/Fire Fighter/Extent)

For Motor Vehicle Incidents: Reg. No: State:
V.LN:
Make: Modet: Year.
For Appliance Incidents: Type of Appliance: _Toaster oven
Maker B & D Modet ToastROvemer, #
Insurance Company or Agent )
Address: >
Special Notes (use back if necessary)

Signed:_Jack Sandau, Chief MM

Officer In Charge

LN

-White Copy - Fire Marshal Yellow Copy- Keepin Personal File_ Pink Copy - Fire House File

- — o e e e e

'
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" INCIDENT # .2%70822 “

FIRE SCENE INVESTIGATION KREFORT
SPARTA TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTHMENT

Date of fire: ..8./.3.()./?£1..-........... Investigataor:,

pasress of @P .....
Sparta, NJ 07871

« o s s a8 ea PP T I I A B B R A R B ®« e o anaawua » e s oeeaeeeaas

e 9 aeaewseesres

Single family residential

Type of Dccupancy: ....00. .................................:;.‘.'."........._
\ t )
Type, Size, & Age of Structure: .. Elggqf:c??e;,_ f&Pg'Eo-x_.__':SO 3(.49. . .4.0.‘51..5.’. casaaaaa
Name of Occupant: ...Dyler BE. Stewart __ . .. .....o..eaa.a... cecmcaanmnenaa
Employer & Business Fhonel ....-.c-sceccecnccccccccce. mhecansssenncecsanan .
Qwner®s Name & Addresst .... .Sfm.le. ................... wascaeancneenenaana .
.................................... ...---l-Q-.~-.-.-'-¢“-’\‘-4..--.-&-'-
Time Alarm Received: .. 19.1.5 ............ .-Type of Alarm: _R.ad%o_ ..........
Name of Irndividual Reporting Firel . Michael Farrell . __.._...... ceees
Time FD was Dispatched: . B L0 AP B P
Date of Investigation: ... 8/3.0./9[.* ..... '..Time Investigator Arrived: .1.0,:.3?. -
. ) Chief Jack Sandau - :
Officer in CR&argel ... ccecceacsacasncreaccns [ cnveecnenas cesamennan
Clear, Calm Warm )

Weather Conaditionsl .ceeee-ccceseccnaccccccancsecnans cecceanca ceacscacns .e

Names of First Arriving Pc,xn_e & Flre-rlghters.

Cpl. Douglas Kreuger P.D.

Asst. Chief M1chae1 Farrell F.D.
r
Farced Entry (wha, whare, hawl: _‘M.._E_‘a-rie}}_- ngqt_ pogr_ .".I.(J.‘c.k.efl.ln.......-..
Responding Fire Units: --.grfg.l.n?§.3..a’.:“§.6.,:......_.............. ..... P,
Method of E>t1ngu15hment‘ .__H.al_:mg}ines___._____._._._.___’_“___-___‘____.
Equipment Used: ....See E.D. Incident Report  _____. ......-.....-...............

Fire Confined to: ... room2octilenooeaa sememea eemecEsresnasnssans cneeas

4/:”:4 %fo#page 1 of L4 /pAg A/



INCIDENT # caccnnnaan.

FIRE SCENE INVESTIGATION REFORT
SPARTA TOWNSHIP FIRE DEFARTMENT

Point of Origin ) . _Toaster Oven on kitchen counter

Kitchen/living room

fArea of most severe damage: ...... eeeceaccesnccecanasncanaaa

Fath of Fire Through Structure: ~Jro% Kifchen counter, through lauan panel

- e asaseaa

Malfunctioq_Pr inadvertent activation of apgliance.

Cause of Fire — Accidental: Ty ca e cevaaea M-SRt i A el e A

~ Natural: .....c.ca.- cetceeceeaaeaann feeanae
— Suspicious (list signs of incendiarism): ......

Fhiotographs Taken: ... 0000 000 o o L e 29 e e e a e e e - )

. (1) Black & Decker Toaster Oven

Evidencs Collectaeg: ...l .0t .l it oo i i e e i e i et e nas

---------------------------------------------------------------

'Fapers, Records, Valuables, Eto. Removed: 20000 0ocsioiiutea..s

----------------------------------------------------------------

Structure Secured (Date & Time): ....B/30/94, 11:30 ... .......
Turn=d Over To Whom: ...Jlurned over to Sparta P.D. - awaitipg arrival of _owmer,

N e

T4/703c0c /08

94-0822
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.. SPARTA TOWNSHIP FiRE PREVENTION BUREAU — FIRE INVESTIGATION REPORT

INCIDENT NO. _>*7%%% G41/03 ceenss

*  structure Fire 8/30/94, 10:15 Hours’
—m, Sparta, NJ )

The following is a summary of information and observations tompiled
by the undersigned who responded upon initial fire department
dispatch. ' .

The subject fire was discovered by Asst. Fire Chief Michael Farrell
who smelled smoke while driving in the vicinity. Nearby DPW
workers at the office on Sparta Avenue also reported smelling smoke
in the area as early as approximately 08:00 hours. Heavy smoke was
emanating from the structure with visible fire in the living room
at the time of discovery. . Upon arrival of the first engine, the
front door was forced open by the Fire Department for suppression
purposes. Both front and rear doors appeared secured with no sign
of forced entry prior to Fire Department activities. The 1living
rogn windows were noted by M. Farrell to be.opened with thescreens

shut. .
: \

No occupants were present at the time of fire. Subsequent
interviews by Fire Chief J. Sandau and insurance investigator C.
Casale with owner Tyler P. Stewart and his girlfriend indicated the
occupants had left the structure approximately one to two hours
prior to discovery of the fire. :

Post fire investigation found the heaviest fire damage in the area
of the living room and adjacent wall in the kitchen. Based on burn
patterns and heavier damage to structural members on the kitchen
side, the point of origin was traced to a Black and Decker Toast-R-
Oven (no serial or model numbers visible) on the kitchen counter
adjacent to the living room wall. The fire had travelled up the
kitchen wall from behind the toaster oven and readily burned
through the lauan panelling into the living room as the wall was
only sheet rocked on the lower half. An electric coffee pot and
space heater next to the toaster oven were found to be unplugged
and not related to the cause of the fire.

The toaster oven was found intact with only a crack in the glass
window on thé cover. A severely burned sesame roll was found in-
side the toaster oven. It was also noted that the bottom grill of
the oven extended beyond the rear of the oven and appears o have
been touching the lauan wall panel. The toaster controls were non
discernible by visual inspection due to fire damage. Also, an
aluminum tray in direct contact with the top of the oven had
melted. : ’ - o

-

- . . » ‘:
Mot obeh
Signature: a9 < / " Date: (28 (7Y

3 .
page of




.. ...- SPARTA TOWNSHIP FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU — FIRE INVESTIGATION REPORT

INCIDENT NO. 2470822 99‘//173 Ceerous.

In summary, the subject fire appears to be accidental in nature,
originating at the toaster oven on the kitchen counter. The exact
cause however, remains undetermined as to whether the appliance
malfunctioned or was inadvertently activated and left unattended by
the occupants. The subject appliance was collected by the Sparta
Fire Chief and secured by the Fire Prevention Bureau pending
decision of the insurance company to pursue further laboratory
testing. : T

Sparta Building Inspector Jan Opt Of, Police Officers.Cpl. Doug
Kreuger and Detective John Paul Beebe were on scene and advised of
above listed determinations. The County Prosecutor’s Office was to
be notified of same through Sparta P.D. -

No further actions were taken by the Fire Prevention Bureau.

. /
Date: /'OA‘?/?C/

Signature:
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The attached photographs were supplied by the Sparta Township Fire

* Marshal who was unable to locate the negatives so took these Polaroid

photographs of the prints.

Bungalow where fire occurred. Fire had exited the roof and it had
collapsed in the center. -

Another view of the bungalow above. Bungalow was unoccupied at time
of the fire.
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P

Backdoor of bungalow. Owner was attempting,to place block foundation
under bungalow which sat directly on the ground.

Fire originated with toasster oven shown on table next to coffee pot.
Note V shaped pattern on luaun paneling..

EXH 187 A2/



Fire went up luaun paneling and into attic_space before emanating from
roof. : , e -~ . Z

Another view of toaster oven. Note that coffeepot was not plugged in
at time of fire.
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Closeup of toaster oven. All plastic components and identification
had apparently been burned off unit.

Si@e view of toaster oven to shown plastic housing burned off. The
unit was identified as a Black & Decker TOAST-R-OVEN.
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